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Concept Note – High Level Panel, World Water Week 2015  
“Means of Implementing the Post 2015 Development Agenda: Heads of State and 
Ministerial Perspectives” 
Time: Monday 24 August, 14.00 – 15.30 
Place: Musiksalen/Music hall, CCC, Stockholm 
Convenor: SIWI 
 
Concept 
The 2015 World Water Week in Stockholm takes place very timely as 2015 is a year of far-reaching 
global decisions on sustainable development. The work on the development agenda post 2015 that 
has kept water- and development professionals busy in the past few years, will intensify and as we 
enter into the important implementation phase. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 
anticipated new global climate agreement will have to be translated into global programmes and 
mechanisms, as well as national and local implementation strategies and action plans. This High Level 
Heads of State and Ministerial Panel will provide a unique opportunity to address the issues at stake 
in an informal setting. 
 
The issues related to financing for development are fundamental for implementing the post-2015 
agenda. In addition to the fundamental question on how to meet the huge demands for financial 
resources, ownership and enforcement of decisions are key issues that need to be addressed. How to 
build institutions and capacity in the poorest and most fragile states are also key challenges to be 
tackled. Actors engaged in water-related issues can and should contribute to forward-looking and 
innovative solutions, turning challenges into opportunities. 
 
Theme and issues to be addressed 

The point of departure will be looking at the inter-linkages of the international processes of 2015 
(The Sendai outcome on Disaster Risk Reduction, the Addis Ababa Conference on Financing for 
Development, the upcoming UNGA decision on the SDGs and the anticipated new UNFCCC climate 
agreement) and its implications on global and national level. The panel will discuss the issue of 
implementation, discussing the different means of ensuring implementation, focusing especially on 
financing. Potential obstacles and constraints from implementation as well as lessons learned from 
the implementation of the MDG’s and the UNFCCC financial mechanisms will be addressed.   
 
Objective 
To discuss and come forward with recommendations on how to implement the Post 2015 
development agenda and the anticipated new climate agreement, with a particular focus on the 
financial aspect. 
 
Setting 

Mr. Torgny Holmgren, Executive Director of SIWI will open up the event.  A welcome address will be 
given by Ms. Isabella Lövin, Minister for International Development Cooperation, Sweden, reflecting 
on the outcome of the Third Conference on Financing for Development in Addis Ababa in July, 
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followed by two key note addresses by Mr. Christopher J. Loeak, President of the Marshall Islands 
and Ms. Héla Cheikhrouhou, Executive Director, Green Climate Fund, addressing the challenges of 
financing the climate agenda. These keynotes will be scene setters to ensure that all panellists, and 
the audience are well prepared for the discussion to come.  
All panellists will thereafter give a 3 min introductory address. This will be followed by an interactive 
discussion, led by the moderator. 
  
Program (tentative) 

  

14:00 Welcome address – Ms. Isabella Lövin, Minister for International Development 
Cooperation, Sweden  

14:10  Key note – Mr. Christopher J. Loeak, President, Marshall Islands 
14:20 Key note – Ms. Héla Cheikhrouhou, Executive Director, Green Climate Fund 

14:30  Heads of State and Ministerial Panel 

Moderator: 

Mr. Torgny Holmgren, Executive Director of SIWI 

Panellists: 

Ms. Isabella Lövin, Minister for International Development Cooperation, Sweden  
Ms. Nomvula Mokonyane, Minister of Water and Sanitation, South Africa  
Dr Hazim Al-Nasser, Minister of Water and Irrigation of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan  
Mr. Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, Minister of Environment of Peru 
Mr. Jesús Gracia, State secretary for International Cooperation and Latin-American, 
Affairs, Spain 
Mr. Sulton Rahimzoda, First Deputy Minister of Energy and Water Resources of the 
Republic of Tajikistan 

15:25  Mr. Torgny Holmgren, Executive Director, SIWI will close the event with a summary of 
the discussion. 
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Focus of the Welcome Address:  

Ms. Isabella Lövin, Minister for International Development Cooperation, Sweden 
Ms. Lövin will speak about the background of the post 2015 agenda. Ms. Lövin will share the Swedish 
position on the processes. 
Focus of the keynotes:  

Mr. Christopher J. Loeak, President of the Marshall IslandsMr. Christopher J. Loeak will look beyond 
the threat of a 2 degree temperature change and the sea level rising and its effects on Marshall 
Island. Mr Loek will link the changing climate and increased water challenges to development and 
growth prospects. Speaking about why the international processes taking place this year are 
important for Marshall Islands  
 
Ms. Héla Cheikhrouhou, Executive Director, Green Climate Fund (GCF) 
Ms. Cheikhrouhou will speak about how financing can handle the effects of Climate Change. She will 
also speak about the clear link to water projects and why they should be a key aspect of the Climate 
Change agenda.  
 
Questions for the panelists:  

Ms. Isabella Lövin, Minister for International Development Cooperation, Sweden  
- What are the main challenges related to the new SDG’s? 
- What is the role of water to ensure that the SDGs are achieved? 
 
Ms. Nomvula Mokonyane, Minister of Water and Sanitation, South Africa 
- Looking at the additional stress caused by population growth and urbanization leading to increased 
water demands, how do we ensure water security for the population?  
- As we didn’t reach the MDG on sanitation, how can we do better within the SDG process? 
 
Dr Hazim Al-Nasser, Minister of Water and Irrigation of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
- With the reality of a changing climate along with competing demands for water resources for e.g. 
energy and food production, how do we ensure an integrated and collaborative implementation 
between sectors of the Post 2015 agenda?  
- Based on your experience from Jordan, how can we best ensure effective implementation of the 
water SDG in a domestic context? 
 
Mr. Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, Minister of Environment of Peru 
- When looking at the context of Peru, what effects do you envision that the changing Climate and its 
effect on water will have on the country’s economic development?  
- How can we use this as an incentive for countries to take action, and invest money on the processes 
already now?  
 
Mr. Jesús Gracia, State secretary for International Cooperation and Latin-American, Affairs, Spain 
- How do we ensure the financing for the implementation of the SDGs?  
-  What is the role for each country to contribute towards this?  
- What role does financing of water play in this context?  
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Mr. Sulton Rahimzoda, Ministry of Energy and Water Resources, Republic of Tajikistan 
- Based on your experience in Tajikistan what do you see as the best practices to ensure collaboration 
between countries and regions to achieve a sustainable implementation of the post 2015 agenda? 
- What do you expect from the new water decade?  
 
 
 
General questions:  
- What lessons can be learnt from the implementation of the MDG’s? 
- What are the necessary steps moving ahead with the implementation of the Post 2015 agenda? 
- What role do different actors (local government, international organisations etc.) have in ensuring 
successful implementation? 
- What is the most important for the implementation for the implementation of the SDGs, especially 
the one on water?  
- How do we continue these discussions after leaving here today? 
 


